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Introduction 
This topic covers the industries with
creative startups, how government

initiatives help these businesses, and a
comparison of funding options in Kenya

and the rest of Africa.



Climate tech startups in Kenya, including The Big Deal, have
ranked first in Africa's startup funding for 2023 and 2024,

prompting D-light to partner and invest in Kenya. E-commerce Kenya's tech startup ecosystem is strong in
e-commerce. Example Wasoko & Kilimall.

In the Kenyan startup scene, fintech is a prominent
subsector. The financial services industry is becoming

more innovative, like Pesalink, Tala and Pesapal.

Agritech Kenya is a leading African agritech funding
hub, focusing on precision agriculture, supply chain
management, and market access for farmers, with

Victory Farms being a notable example. 

Food Tech Kenya's startup scene is also well-
represented in the foodtech sector example Twiga

Foods, Big Square.

In the energy and environmental sectors, Kenya's startup
scene is well-represented; Koko Fuel is one example. 
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Sectors With the most
innovative start-ups
Kenya is home to a strong tech startup environment
that ranks second in Eastern Africa and 63rd globally,
drawing both talent and finance. Google, Microsoft,
and Samsung's presence solidifies its standing as
Africa's technology center.

Climate tech 
E-commerce  

Fintech

Agri-tech

Food tech

Energy & Environment

Ecosystem
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ECOSYSTEM GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS SUPPORTING STARTUPS 

Youth Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF): A government initiative promoting employment for youth aged 18-35.

Uwezo Fund: A flagship program for vision 2030 aiming to provide financial support for businesses and enterprises at the

constituency level.

Women Enterprise Fund: Offers financial and innovative business support services to Kenyan women.

Presidential Innovation Challenge and Award (PIA): A KeNIA program aiming to develop entrepreneurial capacity of

innovators.

Research 2 Commercialization Accelerator (R2C): A program bridging the gap between innovative research ideas and

commercial success.

Kenya Industry and Entrepreneurship Project (KIEP): A USD 50 million project aimed at increasing innovation and

productivity in private-sector firms.

SKIES (Strengthening Kenya’s Innovation Ecosystem): Enhancing ecosystem infrastructure by building capacity of

intermediaries.



Government Support

Accelerators/Incubators

Equity-Free Funding

Venture Capital

Grants

Strong focus on youth and
women entrepreneurs

iHub, Catalyst Fund,
Pangeaa

Available through specific
programs

Growing local VC presence

Varies by country; some have
robust programs

Numerous pan-African
accelerators available

More competitive landscape with
diverse options

Significant international VC
interest
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Various local grants
available

Numerous competitions
offering pan-African grants

Kenya Africa
Aspect

Comparison of funding opportunities in Kenya vs Africa
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ECOSYSTEM Recommendations
Foster a Culture of Innovation
Invest in Education and Skill Development
Improve Access to Capital
Extend Government Support Programs
Encourage Public-Private Partnerships
Strengthen Support for Emerging Sectors
Encourage Cross-Sector Collaboration

Conclusion
Fintech, agritech, e-commerce and climate tech are all areas
where Kenya's startup ecosystem is flourishing. By employing
tactics including improving capital access, bolstering sector

support, growing government efforts and encouraging
innovation, Kenya can firmly establish itself as a digital hub

with strong government backing, heightened venture capital
interest and a thriving entrepreneurial spirit.
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